Summary of March 8, 2012 California Afterschool Network Policy Committee Call

State Budget Update

· Overview:
$9 billion shortfall; might actually be $15 billion after further analysis

· For $9 billion, Gov proposes $4+ billion in cuts + $4+ billion in revenue through ballot initiative

· ASES: Safe from categorical reform (one of a handful of programs expressly exempted), likely because it would require another initiative to include it in reform

· Child Care Cuts: 

· Previously :$300 million in cuts enacted last year

· Approximately $60 million of cut was to school-age care

· Currently: Governor proposes $500 million in cuts through narrowed eligibility, reduced rates, tougher work requirements

· Approximately $100 million of cut would be to school-age care

· Child Care Realignment:
As part of a broader child care realignment proposal, Governor proposing to get rid of subsidized centers that serve around 15,000 school-age kids in place of a county-run voucher system. No real savings; Supt. Torlakson says it would be “realignment for realignment’s sake.”

· LAO Proposed Alternative Cuts: 

· Instead of cutting rates:

· Redirect 11- and 12-years from child care (unless they are served during nontraditional hours) to AS programs and give them priority for placement in AS programs  (Similar to what was briefly enacted, then repealed, in 2011)

· This is probably something AS providers could live with provided they don’t displace already enrolled kids and AS doesn’t have to be gatekeeper determining income eligibility.

· Allow child care centers to apply for ASES 

· May not be permissible under Prop. 49, due both to non-supplantation clause and to fact that ASES must go to schools that already have universal grants that can’t be expanded

· Will continue to keep an eye on this

State Legislative Update

· AB 1575 (Lara):
Would prohibit fees for school-day and extracurricular activities in order to address previous decision from CA Supreme Court.  Initial analysis from CDE last year indicated that after school would not be impacted because statutory language implicitly permits AS programs to charge fees, which would supercede general statute. Similar bill was vetoed last year.
· SB 1087 (Walters):
Would expand ASES exemptions from child care licensing requirements from <30 hrs/week to <60 hrs/week, provided no single student attends more than 30 hours.  Similar bill was vetoed last year due to an unrelated provision. 

· SB 1385 (Hancock):
Would incorporate after-school staff into the paraprofessional teacher-training pipeline.  Would be funded through ASES technical assistance funds.

· Plus about 4 additional bills related to mandated child abuse reporting for volunteers

State Administrative Update

· CDE named Michael Funk as Director of newly formed Afterschool Division of CDE.

· The Division’s top priorities include:

1. Common vision and definition for expanded learning

2. State-adopted quality standards 

3. After-school regulations to minimize gray area in education code

4. Maximizing dialogue through the Before and After School Advisory Committee

5. Finalize and roll out tools to support alternative outcomes such as skill development and behavior change

· Division to start Packard-funded strategic planning process soon and wants input and feedback from after-school stakeholders.

· Weekends Issue:
After two previous vetoes by Governor Schwarzenegger, Superintendent Torlakson recently permitted the use of ASES & 21st CCLC funding for weekend activities through an administrative change.  One exception is that federal 21st CCLC funds cannot be used for weekend activities related to entertainment, due to federal restrictions

· RFAs:

· 21st CCLC

· 489 total applicants = 200 for ASSETS + 289 for elem/middle

· 66% increase from previous applications

· 489 applicants = $400 million requested but ONLY $40 million available (concern was expressed that if applicants had known funding was such a long shot, fewer would have invested the resources in applying)

· ASES

· After back-and-forth with CDE, RFA was corrected to allow reduced programs to apply for restored funding (priority still to be based on high FRPM rates).

· Not clear when ASES grants will be announced. Won’t be clear how much funding will be available until reductions are finalized.

· Clarification on when funding can be transferred between sites

· School closing (school students move to can get up to 125% of its grant level).  Not clear if year-by-year determination or permanent

· Grantee has school(s) with under attendance and school(s) with wait list – if under-attended school has at least 70% attendance, some of its funding can be transferred to school with wait list (wait list school can get up to 125% of its grant level). Year by year basis, not permanent.  Form can be requested from CDE consultant.  Deadline 3/31.

· Question on SB 429 implementation – Can school operate both 6 hour and 3 hour programs? CDE is discussing.   

Other State Updates
· Research

· UCLA research to be released soon.  Early reviews indicate mixed results.  One thing to remember is that this research was conducted during the establishment of 2,000 new programs.

· Irvine research is looking into alternate outcomes programs, including examining alternative outcomes such as increased skills and homework completion.  Its findings may be released at same time as UCLA.

· Media

· Several recent pro-after school opinion pieces by Superintendents, including Alamenda and Ventura. 

Federal Updates
· 2012 Budget

· Finalized 2 months late in December 2011.

· 21st CCLC  got same level of funding, minus <1 percent across the board cut ($1.15 billion)

· Also included language for the first time permitting funding for extended learning time (ELT) too, with caveats of: no federal preferences for one kind of program over another; programs should complement not replicate school day; DOE should provide guidance on strong community partnerships 

· ELT language is not likely to be dropped in future years. Means all states have option now to use 21st CCLC for ELT, even if didn’t seek NCLB waiver

· Other items include increase of $30 million for Promise Neighborhoods to $59.8 million  

· 2013 Budget Proposal
· 21st CCLC: President  proposed level funding, with language in support of use for extended learning time 

· Other items include $800 million increase for Child Care Development Block Grant; elimination of eliminating small but popular EPA education grants (STEM); and cuts to mentoring programs through Juvenile Justice 

· Automatic cuts of 7-9% across the board due to last year budget deal/sequestration will be applied, unless alternative cuts are enacted

· Congressional Appropriations Process

· House and Senate hearings underway.  HHS hearing was Wednesday, 3/7.  Education is coming up soon.

· Advocacy Letter being circulated by groups related to HELP Subcommittee asking for the largest possible allocation Congress can get and why it’s important for the security of the country.

· Dear Colleague Letters for circulation

· Rep. Kildee: Letter on 3/7 asking for $100 million increase to 21st CCLC

· Sen. Boxer: Letter likely forthcoming to maintain (not increase ) 21st CCLC

· ESEA 

· Reauthorization - House Education and the Workforce Committee passed HR 3990, Encouraging Innovation and Effective Teachers Act, along party lines. House bill consolidates 21st CCLC and other programs into broad block grant that can be used for variety of in-school and out of school activities; would eliminate guaranteed funding for 21st CCLC

· Rep. George Miller offered 2 amendments to restore 21st CCLC funding (failed along party lines)

· Not consistent with Senate bill passed last summer, which would have reauthorized 21st CCLC.  Unclear when ESEA move forward. Senate Chairman Harkin is replacing lead staff with new staffer, which may slow down ESEA process 

· Waiver from No Child Left Behind. Over half of states have applied (not CA). Have option to request optional waiver to open up use of 21st CCLC to ELT

