Summary of November 7, 2011 Network Policy Committee Call

State Legislative Update
· Vetoed - SB 737 which would have expanded child care licensing exemption to ASES programs that operate 30-60 hours per week

· Vetoed - AB 165 that would have prohibited fees for educational activities, including extracurricular activities

· Signed into law – SB 429, which expands flexibility for supplemental grants, to allow $15 per student rate for 6-hour program as an alternative to $7.50 for 3-hour program; allow programs to serve any student from district; and allow programs to operate on site other than base grant schoolsite.  SB 429 appears to allow districts to consolidate supplemental programs into a smaller number of sites.  (Apparently, such consolidation has previously been permitted, but this could increase use)

Administrative Update
· No mandatory minimum attendance – New Audit Guide no longer addresses the number of days per week each individual student attends, so programs will not be held to 3-day minimum for middle school students and 5-day minimum for elementary students (i.e. will still be able to count attendance of students who attend less than 3 or 5 days).  This reflects interpretation of minimum days per week statutory language as intent, not mandate.

· Weekend activities – CDE has indicated that programs will be able to spend after-school funding on weekend activities. Express language is expected to be included in an upcoming FAQ.

· CDE Reorganization – After School is now its own separate Division. New Director expected to be hired soon.

21st Century RFA
Several concerns have been raised about the pending RFA, including:

· Need to have people from outside CDE review before RFA is released to avoid errors (like error that suggested that joint ASES/21st Century grantees could only be awarded up to $112,500 for elementary and $150,000 for middle schools, instead of higher level from combined grants).

· FAQ process would be helpful since Errata take a lot of time to get issued.

· Material and key information need to be ready when RFA is released.  The field is still awaiting the Resource Guide and the scoring rubric.  Lack of scoring rubric makes it difficult to know what to focus on in application.

· Need to ensure application system is in working order. Grant calculator is not yet working, and due to glitch LEAs cannot yet submit 2 applications.

Due to these concerns, the Committee was encouraged to send a letter in support of extending the deadline for application submissions, which is under consideration.

Other state issues

· CDE is expected to announce new policies/procedures soon to establish uniform process for programs to change fiscal agents.

· Involuntary reductions will now be based on the previous 2 calendar years, instead of fiscal years or mix of fiscal/calendar years. This should be helpful to grantees, because it allows for inclusion of more recent attendance improvements.

· Non-Local Education Agencies will for the first time go through the program monitoring process, with 10 sites initially as a pilot for on-site visits.

· Interested people are encourage to sign up for the Reader’s Conference for 21st Century applications, in order to ensure that reviewers have after-school knowledge.

Federal update (thanks to update from Danica Petroshius from Penn Hill Group in DC)

· ESEA Reauthorization - ESEA was marked up in Senate HELP Committee in October and passed with some bipartisan support (including 3 Republicans). Sen. Whitehouse’s amendment on 21st Century Community Learning Centers made several changes to Committee’s initial version, which opened up 21st Century funding for in-school activities/extended learning time, with few restrictions. The amendments ensure no federal preference or priority for any approaches (i.e., extended day vs. after school); strengthen language on community partners (limiting a fairly broad “opt out” option); clarify that community partner can be fiscal agents; and revise some of the language about research-proven programs to instead focus on research-based strategies, in order to protect access for small innovative programs.

Advocates were not able to get the Committee to agree to bar states, in addition to federal government, from prioritizing one approach over another.  Advocates are still working on definition of ELT and further language placing focus on research-based strategies, not programs.

ESEA is still a longshot to be enacted this year, and would be hard to pass as Presidential election gets closer (i.e., after June 2012). House hasn’t acted on a comprehensive ESEA measure.  The House is likely to propose eliminating dedicated funding for 21st Century and instead make after school, etc. an allowable use for a larger block grant.  Given threat to 21st Century itself, cultivating champions is important, which is part of the reason some advocates have been supportive of changes to 21st Century that potential champions are seeking.  

· NCLB Waiver - Most states plan to seek waiver from NCLB, although CA is still undecided.  This is relevant to after school because states seeking the broad NCLB waiver may request additional optional 21st Century waiver, which would allow state to use 21st Century for ELT.  

· FY 2012 Appropriations – Not clear how it will be resolved. Currently being addressed by piecemeal “minibus” packages. Education unlikely to see massive increase and may see across-the-board cuts like last year, which could impact 21st Century.
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