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Welcome to our 2025 Lights on 
Afterschool Virtual Celebration!



Welcome!



What is 
Lights On Afterschool?
Since its launch in 
2000, Lights On 
Afterschool has been the 
only nationwide rally 
celebrating afterschool 
program. Every year, more 
than 8,000 afterschool 
programs across the country 
draw 1 million people to join 
celebrations of the impact 
these programs have on 
children, families, and 
communities.
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History of the California Expanded Learning 
Leadership Awards



Michael Funk

Director,
Expanded Learning 

Division (EXLD), 
California Department 

of Education



Champion 
Award



California Attorney General

Rob Bonta



Emerging 
Leadership 
Award



Leina Dingle
Whittier Elementary School, 

Newport Mesa Unified School District

REGION 9

 



Innovative 
Leadership 
Awards



Sandoz McCovey
Del Norte Unified School District

REGION 1



Bobbie Wion
Redding School District

REGION 2



Callista Galliher
Sacramento Chinese Community Service Center

REGION 3



Claudia Medina
Alameda Unified School District

REGION 4
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Daric V. Jackson
Cupertino Union School District

REGION 5



Sargina Yonan
Linden Unified School District

REGION 6



Angela Ruiz-Alvarez
Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified School District

REGION 7



Kim Gaspar
Paso Robles Joint Unified School District

REGION 8



Antonio Marquez
Lincoln Elementary/ El Centro Elementary School District

REGION 9



Laurie Jimenez
Tustin Unified School District

REGION 9



Vanessa Cass
YMCA of San Diego County

REGION 9



Kaylee Bunyea
Rim of the World Unified School District

REGION 10



Amber Gascoigne
Palm Springs Unified School District

REGION 10



Deidre Corwin
Glendale Unified School District

REGION 11



Congratulations 
to all our 

awardees!



Thank you!

2025 Lights on Afterschool 
Virtual Celebration
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